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CONFIDENTIAL SAN SALVADOR 0448 
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SUB J : VISIT OF DOMINICAN SUBSECRETARY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS 
REF: A) SAN SALVADOR 111; B) STATE 19801 
USCINCSO FOR POLAD 

1. DOMINICAN SUBSECRETARY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS PADILLA TONOS ARRIVED 
JAN 30 IN SAN SALVADOR, ONE STOP ON HIS SWING THROUGH CENTRAL 
AMERICAN AND PANAMA. IN AN AIRPORT STATEMENT, PADILLA DESCRIBED THE 
PURPOSE OF THE TOUR AS THE EXPANSION OF GODR COMMERCIAL, CULTURAL 
AND SOCIAL RELATIONS WITH CENTRAL AMERICA. HE MENTIONED THE CREATION 
OF A COMMON MERCHANT MARINE OF CARIBBEAN BASIN COUNTRIES AS A MEANS 
OF STIMULATING REGIONAL TRADE. 

2. WHEN ASKED ABOUT THE CANDIDACY OF DOMINICAN FON MIN GOMEZ 
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BERGES FOR OAS SECRETARY GENERAL, PADILLA SAID THAT THE GODR HAD 
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ENOUGH VOTES TO ELECT GOMEZ BERGES. HE DECLINED. HOWEVER, TO 
NAME THE COUNTRIES THAT SUPPORT THE DOMINICAN CANDIDATES. 

3. COMMENT: AS REPORTED REF A, WE BELIEVE THAT THE GOES COMMIT- 
MENT TO PARAGUAYAN FON MIN SAPENA PASTOR HAS WEAKENED CONSIDERABLY. 

NEVERTHELESS, IN LIGHT OF THE CONFUSED STATE B 
THE ELECTION 

(REF B) AND THE LACK OF ANY EVIDENCE THAT THE GOES WILL SUPPORT 
GOMEZ BERGES, WE ARE UNABLE TO PREDICT FOR WHOM THE GOES WILL 
EVENTUALLY VOTE. 

CAMPBELL 
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